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Comprehension Skill Builder –  Welcome to Paradise    (WS#7CMP115)       
 

Welcome to Paradise 

1 Kesha and her family had just moved to Paradise. At least that was the name of the town. 
While it did not have the sandy beaches or tropical features that most people associate with an 
actual paradise, it was known for its stellar school system, low crime rates and quaint small town 
look and feel. “The perfect town to raise our family in,” said her father when he decided to take 
a job with the town’s main employer, TechnoGiant. 
 
2 TechnoGiant was not just the town’s main employer; its products also filled the homes in 
Paradise. In Kesha’s house, the shower could be programmed to turn on at the exact 
temperature she preferred. The refrigerator beeped when its shelves started to empty to 
remind her mom to go to the grocery store. Her mom could even take a picture of something at 
the grocery store, send it to the main kitchen console and, using photo recognition technology, 
find out whether she already had the item in her refrigerator or cupboards. It was a super 
house. 
 
3 Even though the technology was cool, Kesha was leery of having so much technology 
around her. “What if there’s a power outage?” she asked her father. “What if one of the 
systems gets a virus like my computer does all the time?” 
 
4 “Don’t worry,” her father answered. “TechnoGiant is the best. They’ve made sure that will 
never happen.” 
 
5 Kesha believed her father, but she couldn’t shake the sense that something was off.  
The longer that Kesha and her family lived in Paradise, the more dependent she and her family 
became on the technology produced by TechnoGiant. They used TechnoGiant phones, ate food 
prepared by TechnoGiant robo-cookers and drove cars powered by TechnoGiant navigational 
technology. In school, Kesha and her friends learned from TechnoGiant electronic books and 
used TechnoGiant computers. From the time she clapped off her TechnoGiant alarm clock in the 
morning until she clapped off her TechnoGiant lights at night, technology ruled Kesha’s life. 
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6 One day Kesha’s dad announced the president of TechnoGiant was coming over for dinner. 
Kesha answered the door when he arrived. “Hi Kesha,” he said. “How’s that history paper 
coming?” 
7 “How did you know about my history paper,” Kesha asked. 
 
8 “Oh, umm, my daughter is in your class and told me all about it,” he said. 
 
9 Kesha didn’t know he had a daughter in her class, but didn’t think much about it. However, 
all through dinner, the president of TechnoGiant brought up topics only someone who interacted 
with their family on a daily basis would know about. He knew what they had for dinner the night 
before and how much time her brother spent watching TV every day.  
 
10 Suddenly it dawned on Kesha that they were being watched. “Mr. president,” Kesha said. 
“Do TechnoGiant products record everything we do?” 
 
11 “Why would they need to do that, Kesha?” he replied and changed the subject, but he 
gave Kesha a look that let her know she had figured out the truth. 
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1.) What is the genre of the story? (Identifying fiction genres and characteristics) 
a. Historical Fiction 
b. Science Fiction 
c. Mystery 
d. Non-Fiction 

 
2.) Which word best describes the president of TechnoGiant? (Identifying character traits) 

a. Mysterious 
b. Rude 
c. Shady 
d. Odd 

 
3.) Kesha’s feeling that something was off in paragraph 5 is an example of: (Identifying 

fiction genres and characteristics) 
a. Foreshadowing 
b. Flashback 
c. Hyperbole 
d. Imagery  

 
4.) What TechnoGiant product is not mentioned in the story? (Retelling) 

a. Refrigerator 
b. Alarm clock 
c. Computer 
d. Toilet 

 
5.) How does the author show the role TechnoGiant played in Paradise? (Visualizing) 

a. Describes the different TechnoGiant products in Kesha’s life 
b. Mentions TechnoGiant is the town’s largest employer 
c. Has the company president come for dinner 
d. Says TechnoGiant plays a big role in Paradise 

 
6.) Which word best describes Kesha? (Identifying Character Traits) 

a. Happy 
b. Techno-savvy 
c. Leery 
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d. Inquisitive 
 

7.) Why did the author write the story? (Author’s Purpose) 
a. To describe a place called paradise 
b. To suggest a hidden danger of a technology-filled world 
c. To tell about Kesha and her family 
d. To entertain readers with a neat story 

 
8.) How can you tell the story is science fiction? (Identifying fiction genres and 

characteristics) 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

9.) Why do you think the town was called Paradise? (Making Inferences) 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

10.) What could go wrong in a town run by technology like Paradise was? (Text to world 
connections) 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

11.)  What will happen now that Kesha knows the truth? (Making predictions) 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

12.)  Would you like to live in Kesha’s house? (Text to self connections) 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
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Grammar Skill Builder – Misplaced and dangling modifiers    (WS#7GRA213)       
    

Misplaced Modifiers:   
Misplaced Prepositional Phrases 

 
 

 A modifier should be placed as close as possible to the word that it modifies.   
 

 Remember:  a prepositional phrase is a modifying phrase consisting of a preposition and 
its object. 
 

 Example:  under the table (the preposition is under and the object is table) 
 

 
 

 Sometimes prepositional phrases are misplaced.   
 

 Example:  Aunt Melissa took me to the performance on the train. 
 
Did you notice the misplaced prepositional phrase on the train?   
 
 

 Corrected:  Aunt Melissa took me on the train to the performance. 
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Directions:  Read each sentence carefully.  Check the placement of the modifiers.  If the 
sentence is correct, write C in the space provided.  If the sentence contains a misplaced 
modifier, write MM. 
 

 
1. _____ 

 
Leading the way, the trail opened into a clearing. 

 
2. _____ 

 
Over the hill, we walked to the neighbor’s house. 

 
3. _____ 

 
Please place the book beside the others on the shelf. 

 
4. _____ 

 
My mom is driving the car along the narrow road. 

 
5. _____ 

 
Under the table, that’s where the mess is. 

 
6. _____ 

 
Yes, I want to attend the dance with you. 

 
7. _____ 

 
Unfortunately, under the bridge, the ball rolled unexpectedly. 

 
8. _____ 

 
I am climbing atop the mountain. 

 
9. _____ 

 
At the box office, the tickets were purchased for the live performance. 

 
10. _____ 

 
Only yesterday, my mom discovered that there were nine new puppies in the 
barn. 

 
Directions:  Read each sentence carefully.  Re-write the following sentences to eliminate the 
misplaced prepositional phrases.   
 
11.  The weeklong festival is an American tradition that accommodates thousands of guests. 
 
 
 
12.  On the stage, there are dueling bands at least once during the festival. 
 
 
 
13.  Behind the scenes, organizers work for a full year to plan the festivities. 
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Grammar Skill Builder –Use Appropriate Verb Tense    (WS#7GRA252)       
Linking Verbs join nouns and pronouns to a word that identifies or describes the noun or 
pronoun. 
 
The most common linking verbs are all forms of the verb be:  am, are, is, was, were. 
                                         
Example: Sandra is the coach of the varsity cheerleaders.  (coach identifies Sandra) 
 
 
       Steven was prepared for the quiz today. (prepared describes Steven) 
 
 
Several other verbs can function as linking verbs when they work to connect parts of a 
sentence in the same way as the forms of be. 
 
         sound             smell             appear          grow        stay       become       
         feel               look              remain          seem        taste      turn         
 
  Example: Several states became united following their independence. (united describes states) 
                                                                        
 
Directions: Fill in an appropriate “be” linking verb in each sentence.  Draw an arrow showing the 
two nouns that are being joined by the linking verb. 
 

1. The scenes _____spectacular during the Children’s Theater performance last night. 
 
 
2. The comedian _____funny telling the jokes. 
 
 
3. The children _____ready when the bus arrived. 
 
 
4. The Christmas traditions _____ popular around the world. 
 
 
5. I _____exhausted from hiking all day in the mountains. 
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Directions: There is an error in the two words that are being shown as linked together.  Rewrite 
each sentence correcting the error.   
 

6. The Olympic games are important for many athletes. 
 
 
 
 

7. The emperor’s rules became harsh after the war. 
 
 
 
 
8. The music was beautiful floating over the breeze. 
 
 
 

 
9. The tourists were tired from their day of sight-seeing. 

 
 
 

10. The literature looks old because of the yellowing pages. 
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Grammar Skill Builder –identify and correct words when used incorrectly (meaning/verb tense)     
(WS#7GRA276)       
 
 Identify 5 incorrect verb tenses and 5 words that used with incorrect meaning in the 
paragraph below by underlining each error.  Rewrite the paragraph correcting ALL mistakes. 
 

Adam sits on his bed yesterday thinking about the advise his coach had  
 
given him concerning baseball and swimming.  He loved playing baseball but  
 
enjoyed swimming two.  Adam could not decides witch sport he wanted to  
 
dedicate his after school time doing.  He have been thinking about this  
 
decision for some time.  Then Coach Pete has adviced him to make a list of 
 
 pros and cons for both sport.  Coach said, “your going to make a fine  
 
choice.”  Adam wanted to only do won sport so he could do his best.  Adam  
 
could not wait to told Coach Pete thanks for his help. 

 
 
 __________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
  

Grammar Skill Builder - Grade 7



 
www.schoolsupplement.com   (all year-round enrichment) 
www.TestPrepForGifted.com   (test practice and diagnostics) 
Copyright © by Prodigy Education Resources, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 	

 Name:                                                                   Date:      
 

Start Time           :                                                End Time            :      
 

Vocabulary Skill Builder – Word Meaning and Sentence (WS#7VOC131)   
 
Write the meaning of the following words and use it in a sentence: 
   
1. Word: predatory 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
   
2. Word: rural 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
   
3. Word: cynical 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
   
4. Word: climax 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
   
5. Word: grimy 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
   
6. Word: persist 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
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7. Word: nub 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
   
8. Word: detach 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
   
9. Word: douse 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
   
10. Word: comprehend 
 Meaning:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 Sentence: _____________________________________________________________ 
                  _____________________________________________________________ 
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Writing Skill Builder – Compare/Contrast How-to    (WS#7WRT121)       
    
Writing a Compare/Contrast Essay 
 
When writing a compare/contrast essay, you present two or more views or 
examples of a topic.  You can structure the essay in a couple of different ways.   
 
Sample Outline #1 

A. Introduction 
B. All about subject #1 
C. All about subject #2 
D. How the two are different 
E. Conclusion 

 
Sample Outline #2 

A. Introduction 
B. Compare/Contrast Characteristic #1 
C. Compare/Contrast Characteristic #2 
D. Compare/Contrast Characteristic #3 
E. Conclusion 

 
For example, in an essay about Beethoven and Bach, you could use the following 
outline: 
 

A. Introduction 
B. All About Beethoven 
C. All About Bach 
D. How the two are different 
E. Conclusion 

 
Or you could structure the essay this way: 
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A. Introduction 
B. Musical Influences 
C. Compositions 
D. Style 
E. Conclusion 

 
In the first example, you would only contrast the two composers in the fourth 
paragraph. In the second example, you would compare/contrast the two composers 
in all three body paragraphs. 
 
When writing a compare/contrast essay, you also want to include signal 
words/phrases, key words that help the reader know you are comparing and 
contrasting two or more items.  Some signal words include: 

 although 
 however 
 different from 
 same as 
 on the other hand 
 as well as 
 either 
 but 
 compared with 
 either/or 
 like 
 same 
 both 
 similarly 
 have in common 
 too 
 yet 
 though 
 unlike 
 in contrast to 
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Sample Compare/Contrast Essay 
 
Write an essay to compare/contrast your favorite season with your least favorite 
season. 
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